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Sermon

In his book, Mere Christianity, author C.S. Lewis wrote about his disdain for the dentist:

When I was a child I often had toothaches, and T knew that if |
went to my mother, she would give me something which would
deaden the pain for that night and let me get to sleep. But I did not
go to my mother—at least, not till the pain became very bad. And
the reason I did not go was this. I did not doubt she would give me
the aspirin; but I knew she would also do something else. I knew
she would take me to the dentist next morning. I could not get what
I wanted out of her without getting something more, which I did
NOT want. I wanted immediate relief from pain: but I could not get
it without having my teeth set permanently right. And I knew those
dentists; I knew they started fiddling about with all sorts of other
teeth which had not yet begun to ache. They would not let sleeping

dogs lie; if you gave them an inch they took a mile.!

Lewis then went on to say that the Lord is like those dentists who, when given an inch, want
the mile as well. It’s as if starting in a relationship with Christ is like knocking over the first in a

long string of dominos, and as long as we don’t cut off the relationship, it will continue to blossom



and flourish into higher and deeper places in our lives than we could have imagined at the begin-
ning.

We find a perfect example of this in the I AM statement of Jesus this morning. “I AM the way,
the truth, and the life.” This is a statement we’re very familiar with, but have you ever stopped to
wonder why Jesus puts these three things together—way, truth, and life. Did Jesus throw these

things out at random, or are they connected in some way?

The Way

I want to suggest to you this morning that Jesus was being very deliberate in His choice of words.
And I think He was trying to communicate something unique about the path to eternal life. So,

let’s examine these one at a time. What does it mean to say that Jesus is The Way?

It means just what John wrote in the first chapter of his Gospel. He said, “No one has ever
seen God, but the One and Only, who is at the Fathet’s side, has made Him known.”2 This is really
a beautiful thing when you think about the culture of the world in Bible times. Neatly every society
on earth was obsessed with gods. They all prayed to or tried to manipulate gods in some way or
another. The “pagan” cultures even fashioned little idols, images of their gods, in order to have

something tangible to focus on while they prayed.

And into this menagerie of false gods comes the One True God, and He says to His people,

the Israelites, “There is no other God but me.” The Israelites weren’t allowed to have idols to pray
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to, but everything in their culture and in the Old Testament sanctuary system was a symbol that

was designed to point them to the time when God would appear on this planet in the flesh.

That was an incredible idea! Nobody ever actually saw their gods in the flesh. The Egyptian
gods didn’t appear to the Egyptian people. The Greek gods didn’t appear to the Greek people. The
Roman gods didn’t appear to the Roman people. They were always considered to be aloof, far off,
and distant. But the God of Heaven, the One True God, is different. He makes a promise to His

people that He is going to come and visit them, live with them, and even be one of them.

So, when John says that “nobody has seen God, but the One and Only, who is at the Father’s
side, has made Him known,” it was a radical idea. Regardless of the kind of character Jesus mani-

fested, the fact that any god had shown up on the earth was a big deal.

But we see that Christ didn’t just come for a visit. He came for a specific purpose. In his open-
ing to the book of Hebrews, Paul writes, “In the past, God spoke to our forefathers through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days, He has spoken to us by His
Son.””3 Unlike pagan gods, who never had personal interaction with their subjects (because they
didn’t exist!), God has been speaking to us throughout history. And here, Paul says that Christ’s
coming was a continuation of the communication. In Christ, The Word, God was speaking His

message to us loudly and more clearly than ever before.

This is part of what it means to say that Jesus is the way. He is the vehicle through which we

learn most intimately about God. In many places, the Bible refers to Jesus as our mediator, and it’s
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interesting to note that the root of the word mediator is “media.” The media is where we go for in-
formation, to find out what’s going on. God has always been interested in communicating about
Himself to His creatures, and Jesus takes on that role of the “divine media.” If we want to know

about God, we see the clearest and best revelation of His character in Jesus.

The Truth

And this leads us to the second part of Jesus’ statement: the truth. Jesus is the way to learning the
truth about God. In other words, accepting that Christ is the way and taking the journey with Him

helps us understand what is true about God.

Do we need help with understanding the truth about God? Do we have some misconceptions
about Him? Yes, Id like to suggest that, when they ate the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve caused
the human race to be afraid of God and to have certain misunderstandings about His character. It’s
interesting, isn’t it, that running and hiding was the first thing Adam and Eve did after they dis-
obeyed God? Why would they do that? Had God ever given them a reason to be afraid? Why were

they suddenly fearful?

You see, this is one of the problems with sin—it impairs our ability to have a relationship with
God. It causes us to believe that God is unforgiving, that He is out to get us, that He is angry with
us, and even that He is a liar. And these were misgivings about God that swirled around in the hu-

man subconscious until Jesus came.
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Because in Jesus, we see that God forgives, even when we abuse Him. We see that God is not
out to get us, but that He is out to heal and save us. We see that He is not angry or demanding, but
He says, “I don’t condemn you.” And especially, we see that God is not a liar, but He gives us evi-

dence of the truth.

One of the wonderful things about this part of Jesus’ statement is that we see, then, that truth
is a Person, not a thing. Truth isn’t some external object, something out there to be manipulated
and spun. No, Truth is a Person, a person to have a relationship with. God is Truth, and the more
time we spend in relationship with Him, the more we will understand what is True about Him and

about ourselves.

The Life

And, finally, this truth leads us to . . . life. In John 17, Jesus said, “This is life eternal, that they
might £7ow You, the one true God.”* Jesus said this during His final prayer for the disciples, right
before He went to the cross. Obviously, He was equating the message of the cross with the truth

about God—that self-sacrificing love is at the very heart of God’s character.

In the Upper Room, He had just said, “This is my body. This is my blood. I'm giving it to
you.” Can there be anything more sacrificial than breaking down your own body for the benefit of

others? To say, “Here I am, all of me . . . take me and use me. I give myself to you.” That was the
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message of Jesus to His disciples in the Upper Room. It was the message of the cross. In fact, it

was the message of Jesus’ entire life.

It is the truth about God, that He will stop at nothing in His pursuit of us—even if it means
enduring torture and death. This is total love, and it is the foundation of life. So, taking the way
leads to the #uth, which leads to /fe. That’s why Jesus said,

Take my yoke upon you — (I am the way)

and learn from me — (I am the truth)

and you will find rest for your souls — (I am the life)

The Narrow Road

Sometimes, taking His yoke upon us doesn’t seem so easy. There’s something in us that wants to

resist it. It seems hard and restrictive. In fact, elsewhere Jesus said that the way to eternal life was a
narrow road with a narrow gate. That is such a misunderstood Scripture! We have interpreted it to
mean that the journey with Christ will be one of difficulty and pain, while the other road, the wide

road that leads to destruction is the way of freedom and fun.

But the reason the gate that leads to eternal life is narrow is not because it’s a difficult road to
follow, but it’s because there is only one gption. Narrow describes the number of choices, not the
quality of the journey! God is the only one who can lead us to life. And as He does, He is like that
dentist who always has the best interests of the patient at heart. Sure, the dentist could fix the one

toothache and ignore everything else, but he wants his patient to enter into the freedom that comes
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with good dental hygiene. Those of you who have had cavities know that the end results of poor

dental hygiene aren’t pleasant.

And it’s the same way with God. Jesus is the way, the on/y way to truth and life. Trying to do it
on our own will get us nowhere. God loves you—every single part of you! That’s why He doesn’t
want just one little part of you. He wants all of you! Just as He gave Himself fully for us, just as He
said, “Here I am, all of me . . . I give myself to you,” He longs for «s to say the same thing to Hin.
And when we do, we will find that the life He promises is better than anything we could have ever

imagined.
C.S. Lewis finished his commentary on going to the dentist this way:

Our Lord is like the dentists. If you give Him an inch, He will take a
mile. Dozens of people go to Him to be cured of some one particu-
lar sin which they are ashamed of or which is obviously spoiling
daily life. Well, He will cure it all right: but He will not stop there.
That may be all you asked for; but if once you call Him in, He will

give you the full treatment.>

Today, let’s rejoice that we serve a God who wants to give us the f#// treatment. And let’s deter-

mine that we will come to Hzw only to find the Way that leads to the Truth that leads to Life.

1. Mere Christianity, p157
2. John 1:18, NIV

3. Hebrews 1:1-2, NIV
4. John 17:3, NIV

5. Mere Christianity, p157
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Prayers, Etc.

INVOCATION

Jesus, the Way; Father, the Truth; and Spirit, the Life; You are glorious and magnificent. In Your
great love, You have shown us the way to eternal life. Be with us now as we seek out Your pres-

ence. And fill us completely with new life. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He has called us today to come to Him, to learn from

Him, and to live in Him. We will find true life in no other, so come, let us worship the Lord.

PARTICIPATORY PRAYER (72ay be spoken together with the congregation)

Gracious God, You are the Way. When we walk with You, we will lack nothing. Awesome God,
You are the Truth. Your light shines brightly in the darkness of our hearts. Powerful God, You are

the Life. You alone can teach us what it means to truly live. Help us learn from You today. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD'’S GRACE (ay be spoken by pastor after the Participatory Prayer)

The Lotd is our life. When we are mired in sin, He forgives us. When we are wandering away from

Him, He finds us. When we are stubborn, He is patient with us. His mercy is everlasting. Amen.



CALL FOR THE OFFERING

When we couldn’t find the way, the Father sent Jesus. And when we didn’t know the truth, Jesus
gave the Spirit. And when we didn’t have the life, the Spirit reminds us of the Father. God’s nature
is wrapped up in giving. As He is a great giver, let us also open our hands and hearts in giving to

others. Today’s offering is for . . . (omit if your offering is not specially designated)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God, thank You for being the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Bless these gifts and the way they are

used so others may find the Way to know the Truth that leads to Life. Amen.
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER

God of the Way, You illuminate our darkness. Your light shines in the gloominess of our lives, and
once again, we behold You. You are beautiful. You are holy. You are marvelous. You are beyond
compare, without equal.

God of the Truth, You do not leave us to the insanity of our delusions. You have chosen the
method of self-revelation to demonstrate truth and reality to us, so we can make informed deci-
sions about our future with You. In Jesus, we see the truth about You. You are compassionate.
You are caring. You are humble. You are beyond compare, without equal.

God of the Life, You alone create and sustain Your creation. In Your vast power, You hold
planets and stars and galaxies together. You are all-knowing, all-powerful, and ever-present. You
are able to heal and mighty to save. You are beyond compare, without equal. [insert the specific
needs of your congregation here]

Thank You for finding us after we wandered into a far country. Thank You for Your mercy
and acceptance. Thank You for welcoming us home with open arms, into the joy and celebration

of heaven. We love, admire, and adore You now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

And now, may the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit open your eyes to see the Way, set the Truth ablaze

in your hearts, and lead you on to the life everlasting. Amen.
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Children’s Story

Method: Story
Purpose: To help children understand what Jesus meant when He said that He was “the way, the

truth, and the life.”
Suggested Props: a homemade treasure map with foreign-looking writing

Good morning, boys and gitls. Today I’'m going to tell you a story about two young men
named Kevin and Rick who found a treasure map one day. They were digging around in a big field,
and they uncovered a map [if you brought a prop, hold it up here] but they couldn’t read it. They could
see that it was a map and it looked like it led to a huge fortune at the end of it. But they were very
frustrated, because they didn’t know how to read what the map said. It looked like it was written in

a very strange, foreign language.

But the idea of finding a hidden treasure was too much to ignore. So Kevin and Rick started
showing their map to everyone they knew, and they asked everyone if they knew anything about
the language on the map. None of their friends knew what language it was, so they started asking
other people. They called a whole bunch of different universities and asked their language profes-
sors to look at their map. And they talked to archaeology experts and historical experts, but nobody

seemed to know what was written on the map.

Finally, they found someone who barely recognized the language and told them that there was
only one person in the whole world who knew how to read it. Eagerly, Kevin and Rick found out
where that person was, and they got on a plane to fly far away to the other side of the world, where

they found this kind, old man.

They took their map to the old man and showed it to him. Right away, he smiled. He recog-
nized the writing, and he said he would be happy to teach the language to the young men so they

could read the map and follow it to the treasure.



Kevin and Rick were so excited. They spent a lot of time with the old man, and eventually they
learned the language. And once they learned the language, they were able to read the map! They
were so excited because, all of a sudden, this piece of paper that had looked so confusing to them

for so long was crystal clear. They could read and understand everything on it!

And so the two young men set out with their map to find the treasure. And they did find the

treasure, and it was more wonderful than anything they ever could have imagined!

Boys and gitls, this story is like a statement Jesus made to His disciples. Jesus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life.” Those three things are connected. By finding the way, we discover the

truth, which leads us to life.

The treasure Kevin and Rick found was like “the life” that God wants to give us. The true life
that He has is like finding a treasure, because it’s better than anyhing else we can ever find. It would

be pretty sad if we used up all our days on this earth without finding the treasure of God’s true life.

And Kevin and Rick’s treasure map was like “the truth.” It showed them exactly what they
needed to do and where they needed to go to find the treasure. The map showed them how to get

to the treasure, just like the Truth shows us how to find the Life.

And the kind, old man in the story was like “the way.” Before Kevin and Rick found the old
man, their treasure map was useless to them because they couldn’t read it or understand it. And
before Jesus came, we didn’t understand the Truth about God either. We needed Him to help us

see God cleatly, just like Kevin and Rick needed the old man to help them read the map cleatrly.

So, just as the old man led to understanding the treasure map, which led to the treasure, Jesus is
the Way for us to understand the Truth, which leads us to Life. And whenever you are confused

about anything in life, I hope you will remember that in Jesus, we find all the answers we need.
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Responsive Reading

God of gods, You are the way.
Your yoke is easy and Your burden is light.

King of kings, You are the truth.
Your light banishes the darkness, blazing strong in the night.

Lord of lords, You are the life.
Death has no sway over You. Nothing can hold You down!

Great I Am, be our everything.
Because of who You are, we offer everything we have to You!

\\’\\’\\"gCHCSiSl‘O‘JC{.COHl
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Hymn

God, On the Cross

sung to the tune of Lsf# High the Cross (Crucifer)

Refrain
God, on the cross, You proved Y our word is true,
So we would know that we can trust in You.

Falsely arrested in the garden grove,
You chose to open heaven’s treasure trove.

Refrain

Tortured and beaten, shedding precious blood
Your love unfettered, flowed, a holy flood.

pJ

Refrain

“Father, forgive them,” was Your heartfelt cry,
And proved Your grace is not in short supply.

Refrain

Calvary revealed that death is caused by sin,
Not by our God, who died, our hearts to win.

Refrain

Nothing we do could make You love us less;
Your mercy thrives in comfort or distress.

Refrain

Words by Kelley Lorencin
© 2010 Kelley Lorencin. All rights reserved.
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Song Suggestions

Hymns
Come, my way (Come, My Way)
Words and nusic by George Herbert and Alexander Brent Smith

Lord of our life (Cloisters)
Words and nusic by M.A. 1 on Lowenstern, Philip Pusey, and Joseph Barnby

Loving Shepherd of Thy sheep (Orientis Partibus)
Words and nusic by Jane E. Leeson and French Melody

Praise Songs

Here I am to worship

Words and music by Tim Hughes
© 2001 Thankyon Music

Hope set high
Words and music by Amy Grant
© 1992 Age To Age Music, Ine.

Jesus, what a beautiful name

Words and music by Tanya Riches
© 1995 Hillsong Publishing

Let the peace of God reign
Words and music by Darlene Zschech
© 1995 Hillsong Publishing

The eyes of my heart
Words and music by Matt Redman
© 1998 Thankyon Music

\\’\\’\\f"gCHCSiSl‘O‘JC{.COHl

©2010 Genesis Road / all r{ghts reservec



(] oo ’ (N a 1..!.......
[} '] XY 0,
- Oq'k (] L ) ' 0
Y ’ (L YO
o LN S e ' [}
p [ L Y) (]
o LY ° 0 (]
"0 0 0
"0 0 0
"0 0 0
"0 0 0

ocoocoocee
S
4

"MOJaq Slana| ay) aoel |

"POS) INoge ules| am Aem ayj sI snsap

||.I|l|-|-l||l||l|l|.|!lulll

)17 8y} pue ‘yini] ayy ‘Aepp ayL

BYEREEIFIENSEAEWSEERND S NIRWHENDNSS-RWDEN

/-1¥) uyor 9 0} ¢ sabe

o R o *qwio} SsnhJeze J0j0d pue aded |
Ld.ﬁ‘\ml—o\s 00 ‘ ‘peap a8y} wouj snieze pasiel snsar
- .\OM ,,‘» Y & } iy Vi

VAN } *8JI] SN saAIb snsap

/ / 7




Jesus shines the truth into our lives.

We also learn about God in the Bible.

Shade in the 3’s.

Find and circle the five changes in the second picture.
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