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Chapter 1 
GOD PROVIDES EVIDENCE. 

This is a story I’ve known since I was a little girl—

how Daniel and his friends were captured, taken to 

Babylon, and entered into the service of the king. 

There, they were offered the “best” food in the 

land and were supposed to be educated in all 

things Babylonian. But, Daniel and his friends did-

n’t want to conform to Babylonian society; in par-

ticular, they didn’t want to eat the king’s food, 

which was probably not kosher and had undoubt-

edly been offered to idols: 

 

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 

royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official 

for permission not to defile himself this way. . . 

Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief offi-

cial had appointed over Daniel, Mishael and 

Azariah, ‘Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 

nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 

Then compare our appearance with that of the 

young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 

servants in accordance with what you see.’ So he 

agreed to this and tested them for ten days.” (vs 8, 

11-14) 

 

I have always been so impressed with Daniel in this 

story. There he was, in a situation he had no con-

trol over, having been carried off to a foreign land 

against his will. Although he had other options 

available to him, there is something so reasonable in 

his approach to this issue of the food. 

 

He could have started yelling about his “rights.” 

He could have gone on a hunger strike. He could 

have waged a public campaign against the king’s 

food, maybe even turned over a few tables for dra-

matic effect. Instead, he trusted that God had 

given his people dietary rules for a good reason, and 

he politely requested his commanding officer to 

test those rules for himself. 

 

Because God is not arbitrary, He always provides 

evidence of the rightness and the appropriateness 

of what He asks us to do. In Daniel’s case, He 

proved to the Babylonian guards that His sug-

gested way of eating was much better and healthier 

for the human body. He also proved that His peo-

ple didn’t need to eat food that had been dedicated 

to idols in order to flourish! 

 

There may be times when it is appropriate for us to 

get dramatic in our witness for the Lord, but often, 

I think He prefers to work on the basis of simple, 

silent evidence. For just as Daniel said, “Test your 

servants for ten days,” so the Lord also says, 

“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Ps 34:8) 

 

God wants us to find out for ourselves how wise 

and wonderful are His ways! And whenever we put 

Him to the test, He always provides evidence. 
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Well, you gotta hand it to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

While many high-ranking officials are so “out of 

touch” with the real world that they get taken ad-

vantage of by their closest advisers, Nebuchadnez-

zar wasn’t about to be taken for a ride. He wasn’t 

going to have the wool pulled over his eyes! Right 

of the gate, he decided to “test” the veracity of his 

wisest men by asking them to tell him about a 

dream he had. 

 

Of course, these wise men were used to “inter-

preting” dreams—that was one of their main jobs. 

But having to “read the king’s mind” while he was 

dreaming was another story. They wasted no time 

declaring the unreasonableness of his request: “The 

astrologers answered the king, ‘There is no one on 

earth who can do what the king asks!’” (vs 10) 

 

There was a lot at stake. The king threatened to kill 

them all and raze their houses if they couldn’t do 

what he wanted. (Some scholars suggest that Ne-

buchadnezzar couldn’t even remember the particu-

lars of the dream himself—only just that it had 

troubled him greatly and had struck him as being 

important.) 

 

Ultimately, Babylon’s finest failed the king. They 

had no idea what he had dreamed, and so he sen-

tenced them all to death—including Daniel and his 

three friends. When Daniel found out about the 

king’s decree and why Nebuchadnezzar had decided 

such a thing, Daniel immediately went to the king 

and asked for time, saying he would be able to tell 

him the dream. 

Once again, I’m amazed at the unflappability of 

Daniel in this circumstance. Here he is, sentenced 

to death, facing an unimaginable crisis, and he is 

not only able to keep a level head, but his faith in 

God is so strong that he announces to the king 

that he’ll solve the mystery—even before God has 

told him the dream! 

 

As I was pondering this, I thought once again 

about crises and how they reveal our character. 

That’s right. Some people say that crisis makes a 

man, but I say that crisis actually reveals what a man 

already is. Daniel trusted God implicitly, and when 

the water suddenly got hot all around him, his ac-

tions revealed that his trust was intact. 

 

It was also because of this crisis that God was re-

vealed to Nebuchadnezzar, and the king wasn’t 

ashamed to admit it: “The king said to Daniel, 

‘Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord 

of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were 

able to reveal this mystery.’” (vs 47) 

 

Often, as followers of God, we almost expect to be 

able to avert every crisis. Sometimes, when we en-

counter suffering in our lives, we act as though 

God has abandoned us—that we have been faithful 

to Him, so why isn’t He being faithful to us? (As if 

Him being faithful would mean shielding us from 

every calamity.) 

 

But in this great, universe-wide war in which we’re 

all caught up, God is looking to reveal—the truth 

about Himself, the truth about the nature of sin, 

Chapter 2 
GOD IS REVEALED IN SUFFERING. 
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and the truth about us. The truth about all of these 

things are revealed in the midst of crises and suf-

fering. Thus, as Peter wrote, “Dear friends, do not be 

surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to 

you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the 

sufferings of Christ, so that you may be over-

joyed when his glory is revealed.” (1 Pet 4:12-13) 

 

The truth about God is revealed in suffering. The 

truth about us is revealed in suffering. And so, for 

as long as it takes, the suffering will continue—

especially for those who are God’s friends and are 

able to stand up underneath it. 

 

Of course, nobody wants to suffer—God least of 

all! But don’t worry. As Paul wrote, “I consider 

that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 

with the glory that will be revealed in us.” (Rom 8:18) 

When we can see our lives as God sees them now, 

when we can see the beginning from the end, and 

when we can see all that was revealed in the suffer-

ing, we’ll see that the glory of what was revealed far 

outweighs any discomfort from our suffering. 

 

Oh, to have that forward-looking faith! 



5 

© 2013 Kelley Lorencin - All rights reserved. 

Chapter 3 
GOD REVEALS HIMSELF. 

I have friends who say God never has (and never 

will) reveal Himself to human beings. I think Ne-

buchadnezzar would beg to differ. Of course, a 

person must define for himself what he means by 

“reveal.” Some people might expect a mysterious 

being to materialize in your living room and say, 

“Hi, I’m God.” For me, I think this chapter per-

fectly describes how God reveals Himself to us—

in whatever way we will recognize and know it is 

Him. 

 

So, Nebuchadnezzar threw Daniel’s three friends 

into the fiery furnace. They refused to bow down 

to the golden image he’d made and set up in the 

plain of Dura. (Hmmm… is it any coincidence 

that, after he found out he was the “head of gold” 

in his dream, he made a golden statue to be wor-

shiped?) But after he threw them in, he noticed 

there was a fourth person in there, too—someone 

who looked like a god. 

 

I laughed out loud at Nebuchadnezzar’s next state-

ment: “Nebuchadnezzar then approached the 

opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, ‘Shad-

rach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most 

High God, come out! Come here!’” (vs 26) Can’t 

you just hear the “foiled again!” tone in Nebuchad-

nezzar’s voice? Oh, that wily Most High God! 

 

Nebuchadnezzar should have known better than to 

make his statue. He had just encountered the one, 

true God in his exchange with Daniel. But how 

quickly we forget and return to our idolatry! Fortu-

nately for us, God won’t let us stay mindless for 

very long. Before he knew it, Nebuchadnezzar was 

having another encounter with God. 

 

And, as I mentioned in yesterday’s blog, I’m struck 

that, once again, the revelation of God came to Ne-

buchadnezzar in the midst of a crisis. The three 

Hebrew boys had been sentenced to die because 

they wouldn’t bow down to the idol. Their re-

sponse? As unflappable as Daniel’s! “Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego replied to him, ‘King Ne-

buchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 

you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blaz-

ing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from 

it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 

But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your 

Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or wor-

ship the image of gold you have set up.’” (vs 16-18) 

 

Absolutely incredible. I want the faith of these He-

brew boys. They knew that God was able to deliver 

them from anything, yet they also knew that in some 

situations, God doesn’t deliver us. He knows when 

it’s best to deliver and when it’s not. And the boys 

were perfectly willing to submit themselves to 

God’s judgment in this instance. They were deter-

mined to do what was right—not just what they 

thought would save their hides. 

 

Thus, God was able to once again reveal Himself 

to Nebuchadnezzar. And whenever we give Him 

the chance, He will continue to reveal Himself to us 

and through us—especially in the hardest and dark-

est moments of our lives.  
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Chapter 4 

I have a feeling this is an Old Testament chapter 

that many of my Christian friends would protest 

over. For at the outset, it doesn’t appear to put 

God in a very positive light. There is Nebuchad-

nezzar, ruling his kingdom and minding his own 

business when, out of nowhere, he receives a mes-

sage from God in a dream that he will be stripped 

of his kingdom until he acknowledges the sover-

eignty of Heaven. 

 

How dare God demand such homage! 

 

I have to say that, at first blush, I would be inclined 

to agree with those friends of mine who would be 

inclined to find this sort of behavior offensive on 

God’s part. Nobody likes a bully, and in that re-

gard, we might all agree that if this is the way God 

goes around running His universe, He’s not going 

to get too far. Forced respect only lasts so long 

before it gives way to resentment and rebellion. 

 

But, before we are too hasty, I suppose we should 

ask if God is really being a bully, here. After all, 

there’s a difference between bullying and, say, par-

enting (for lack of a better term). I will say and do 

different things with my 14-month-old child than I 

would with other children of the same age because 

I’m responsible for her well-being—and that in-

cludes her spiritual well-being and maturity. 

 

For whose benefit is God acting in Daniel 4? Is it 

somehow for His own ego? Is it that He needs to 

be acknowledged and validated by all His creatures, 

or He’ll throw a temper tantrum? Or is it somehow 

for Nebuchadnezzar’s good? 

 

Well, first, let’s see how God’s little demand for 

homage worked on Nebuchadnezzar. If God was 

looking to humble the king with His demand, did it 

work? Apparently not: “Twelve months later, as 

the king was walking on the roof of the royal pal-

ace of Babylon, he said, ‘Is not this the great Baby-

lon I have built as the royal residence, by my 

mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?’”  

(vs 29-30) So, it would seem that demands don’t 

yield a lot of fruit. 

 

So, Nebuchadnezzar ignored what Daniel had said 

(or, after a time, he slipped back into his old ways), 

and everything Daniel had said would happen to 

him came to pass: “He was driven away from peo-

ple and ate grass like the ox. His body was 

drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair 

grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like 

the claws of a bird.” (vs 33) In other words, Nebu-

chadnezzar lost his power, authority, and control 

of his kingdom. 

 

But that’s not the end of the story. After Nebuchadnez-

zar had spent some time realizing that his blessings 

were from God and not his own majesty or power, 

God restored him. Actually, God did more than just 

restore him to the throne: “At the same time that 

my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were 

GOD GIVES AND TAKES AWAY. 
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returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My ad-

visers and nobles sought me out, and I was re-

stored to my throne and became even greater than be-

fore.” (vs 36) 

 

Aha! God’s motives—they always come out in the 

end. By taking away His sanity, by stripping him of 

his kingdom, God wasn’t trying to destroy Nebu-

chadnezzar. He was trying to exalt him! As the king 

was given a lesson in humility and his heart was 

changed, he was able to achieve a much higher 

level of greatness (because greatness comes 

through humility). 

 

Thus, my friends, we can conclude that if and 

when God takes away, it is for the purpose of giving us 

more. If we are stuck in pride and arrogance—like 

the tall tree in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream—He will 

most certainly take an ax to our trunk. He will 

chop us all the way down so that He may have the 

opportunity to build us back up—even higher than we were 

before. 

 

What do you think? Is that the definition of a 

bully? 
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Chapter 5 
GOD WRITES ON THE WALL. 

I never realized just how many Bible stories I 

learned in childhood came from the book of 

Daniel! I remember this one in particular, because 

in my mind, I can still see the illustration for it that 

was in the Bible books we read—a large, disem-

bodied hand with one finger extended, leaving 

words behind on the wall. 

 

It’s interesting to encounter these stories again as 

an adult. As I read them now, I ask questions I 

would never have thought to ask as a child. As I 

read today’s chapter, the one question that kept 

coming to me was, Why would God write on the wall? 

 

I mean, here was Belshazzar, the grandson of Ne-

buchadnezzar, who was taking the nation down the 

toilet pretty fast. He knew the story of what had 

happened to his grandfather (vs 22), but instead of 

taking that story to heart and sharing in the lesson 

Nebuchadnezzar learned, Belshazzar decided to 

throw a big party and desecrate the temple goblets 

that had been brought from Jerusalem by, first, 

drinking from them and, then, worshiping them. 

 

Wow. 

 

Not only that, but history tells us that this raucous 

party was underway even as the Medo-Persian 

army had surrounded the city and was ready to 

overtake it. The enemy was crouching behind the 

walls, and instead of being alert and vigilant, the 

king was livin’ it up with a thousand of his closest 

friends. 

 

So, I’m left to ask myself, Why would God even bother 

to write on the wall? Belshazzar, his people, and his 

kingdom were goin’ down. They were going to be 

conquered, and it would be the end of the Babylo-

nian nation forever. (God had already prophesied 

about this two centuries earlier.) And since we 

know from the end of this chapter that Belshazzar 

was in the last hours of his life when he “saw the 

writing on the wall” (which is, by the way, where 

that expression comes from!), why did God 

bother? 

 

As I pondered this some more, I thought of many 

times when I have traveled abroad and been in 

foreign countries where I couldn’t read the signs 

and billboards. Especially in a place like Serbia, 

where many of the signs are lettered in a com-

pletely different alphabet, I have never felt fear and 

trepidation when looking at the words. (Of course, 

I’ve never seen a billboard written by a disembod-

ied hand either!) 

 

I’m sure the hand-thing had a part to play in Bel-

shazzar’s anxiety, but he seemed to be awfully fear-

ful about the words themselves. Why? Not only 

could he not understand them, he couldn’t even 

read them! So, why did they bother him so much? 

 

At least in part, I think that Belshazzar’s fear over 

the unreadable words would indicate that, under-

neath his party-boy hilarity, his conscience was still 

operating. I believe that, in his heart, he knew that 
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he wasn’t doing what was right, so when this su-

pernatural event occurred, he immediately assumed 

it had something to do with his misbehavior. 

 

And he was right! 

 

The Bible doesn’t provide any gory details about 

the last moments of Belshazzar’s life. We don’t 

know if he was slain in his sleep or if he went 

down fighting. But I would like to think that the 

fact that the king rewarded Daniel for his awful 

prophecy suggests that Belshazzar might have had 

a humbling change of heart in his last hours. 

(Because really, what king rewards one of his ser-

vants for bad news?) 

 

But even if he didn’t experience a shift in his think-

ing, I think God still would have written on the 

wall. That’s what God does. He reveals, He sends 

information, He enlightens. He can’t help it; He 

wants us to know Him, and He also wants us to 

understand what is happening to us. I mean, it 

seems apparent that—handwriting or not—the 

Babylonians would have fallen to the Medo-

Persians anyway that night, but God wanted Bel-

shazzar to know why. And perhaps the knowing 

made a difference—for him, for Daniel, for others 

in his kingdom, and maybe for us. 

 

I love that we serve a God who will write on the 

wall. He has every conceivable way possible under 

the sun to get a message to us. So keep your eyes 

open—you never know what you might see next! 



10 

© 2013 Kelley Lorencin - All rights reserved. 

Chapter 6 
GOD IS (NOT) INFLEXIBLE. 

The book of Daniel really does have some of the 

best stories in the Bible. Any one of these incredible 

events would give enough memories to someone 

to last a lifetime, but imagine living through all of 

them! The way Daniel saw the Lord deliver him 

time and time again is truly amazing. 

 

Daniel’s predicament in the story of the Lion’s 

Den didn’t have so much to do with a king who 

wanted to get rid of him as it did a king who could-

n’t get rid of his own law. Some men who were 

jealous of Daniel’s position in the new government 

went to the king and asked him to make a ridicu-

lous law that they knew Daniel would break: “So 

these administrators and satraps went as a group to 

the king and said, ‘May King Darius live forever! 

The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers 

and governors have all agreed that the king should 

issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone 

who prays to any god or human being during the 

next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall 

be thrown into the lions’ den. Now, Your Majesty, 

issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot 

be altered—in accordance with the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which cannot be repealed.’” (vs 6-8) 

 

This was a common practice in the Persian Em-

pire—an edict issued by a king couldn’t be over-

turned . . . even by the king! Can you imagine? Being 

in charge of your own kingdom, yet being bound 

as a slave to your own word? One could hope that 

this would have made kings very careful in issuing 

their edicts. Alas, in this circumstance, that wasn’t 

the case. Darius spelled out a law that he later re-

gretted, but could not change. 

 

As I read, I couldn’t help but compare this rigid 

way of ruling with God’s way—which, for a guy 

who doesn’t change, is highly more flexible! For 

instance, do you remember this statement of God 

in the book of Jeremiah? “If at any time I an-

nounce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, 

torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I 

warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not 

inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if at another 

time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be 

built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight 

and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I 

had intended to do for it.” (Jer 18:7-10) 

 

Interesting, isn’t it? We might assume that, if any 

word would be inflexible, it would be God’s word. 

Yet there are many places in Scripture where God 

makes statements just like this one, indicating that 

His decrees are not set in stone, but that they are 

flexible and dependent upon our choices. 

 

At first, this might seem to be in contradiction with 

the statement that God is “the same yesterday, to-

day, and forever” (Heb 13:8). That could sound 

pretty inflexible—and, in fact, it is. But inflexible in 

what regard? Ah, here is the question! In what way 

is God inflexible? 
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He is inflexible only in His motives of love toward 

us. He will never, never, NEVER waver from the 

loving course of action! He will always do what is 

right for us and in our best interest, because He 

loves us. However, exactly what is “right for us and 

in our best interest” is ever changing as our free 

choices impact and influence our circumstances. 

Thus, referring back to God’s statement in 

Jeremiah, while it would be the loving thing for God 

to discipline a nation that is trying to ignore Him, 

that course of discipline becomes unnecessary if 

that nation changes course and acknowledges God. 

 

The kind of rigid inflexibility espoused by the 

Medo-Persians in their government makes abso-

lutely no sense if the Governor is trying to have a 

relationship (especially a love relationship!) with the 

governed. And precisely because God is inflexible 

when it comes to loving us, He is highly flexible 

when it comes to everything else. Whatever He 

knows we need at any given moment is exactly what 

He will do at any given moment—even if He has 

to do several about-faces in the process. He will do 

whatever it takes not to waver from the course of 

love. 
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Chapter 7 
GOD DOES NOT NEED OUR HELP. 

I know, it’s a little disheartening when you hear 

that you’re not needed. Part of our sinful preoccu-

pation with self is our ability to imagine that we 

can do everything and be everything and salvage 

everything. And we can do a lot and be a lot and 

salvage a lot. But, when it comes to this world, 

God let Daniel in on a little secret: We’re not going 

to save it. And, when it comes to His Kingdom, 

God let Daniel in on a little secret: We’re not going 

to build it. 

 

God doesn’t need our help to establish His King-

dom. You know, it really goes back to the whole 

work versus rest thing. God came to give us rest, not 

to pile work on us. And this principle also applies 

when it comes to ushering in His Kingdom: “So he 

told me and gave me the interpretation of these 

things: ‘The four great beasts are four kings that 

will rise from the earth. But the holy people of the Most 

High will receive the kingdom and will possess it for-

ever—yes, for ever and ever.’” (vs 16-18) 

 

The Kingdom is a gift. It’s a gift that is given to the 

holy people of the Most High. They receive it—from 

God. They don’t build it themselves. 

 

I think this point stuck out so clearly to me be-

cause I have a lot of very well-meaning friends who 

seem to believe that we will, in fact, build the king-

dom of God through our actions. They seem to 

believe that we will save the planet, convert hu-

manity, and usher in an eternal era of peace, love, 

and harmony by ourselves. Most recently, as I 

read Love Wins by Rob Bell, I got the distinct im-

pression that his belief on “heaven and hell” was 

not that they were literal places somewhere else, but 

that we had the power to create either one we 

chose here on earth. 

 

Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. God’s King-

dom is very real, and while He may not need our 

help in establishing it, He definitely wants us to be 

part of it! Though His Kingdom may not yet be 

established on earth in the literal way this chapter 

foretells, God certainly has invited us to participate 

in His Kingdom in the here and now as we lead our 

daily lives. He gives us the opportunity to reach out 

to others, to show love and compassion, and to 

brighten our little corner of the world. 

 

But I don’t think we should mistake the invitation 

to participate in God’s Kingdom as a call to try to 

establish the Kingdom. According to this chapter, 

that’s impossible. We do not build God’s Kingdom 

and hand it to Him; He establishes His Kingdom 

and hands it to us. 

 

And the more willing we are to participate in the 

Kingdom, the more we will receive it, little by little, 

day by day, until that great and glorious day when 

we experience the fulfillment of Daniel 7. Until 

then, may our prayer continue to be the one Jesus 

taught us: “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matt 6:10) 
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Chapter 8 
GOD HAS BIG SHOULDERS. 

I recently watched an episode of Dr. Phil dealing 

with infidelity in marriage. As if that isn’t a sad 

enough issue to deal with, one of the couples had 

three children (under age 10) whom they had dis-

cussed their infidelity with, even going so far as to 

elicit their opinions on whether they should get 

divorced or stay together and have an open mar-

riage. Needless to say, Dr. Phil totally lambasted 

them for involving their children in their poor 

choices in such an inappropriate and appalling way. 

I’m not sure he ever even got around to discussing 

their infidelity problem! 

 

Kids are not equipped to handle adult issues. If I 

could somehow explain to my daughter in infant 

language that the only thing standing between us 

and being homeless is a few mortgage payments, 

she would probably be overcome with worry. Even 

though there is nothing to worry about, and even 

though Mommy and Daddy are equipped to deal 

with the need for income, she would not be able to 

understand that. Trying to explain adult issues to 

her would only be an unnecessary burden. 

 

I had to think of that as I read today’s chapter—yet 

another strange vision for Daniel. More animals 

with heads and horns and wings. More prophecies 

of things to come that were not only difficult to 

understand, but distressing. At the end of this par-

ticular vision, Daniel said, “I was worn out. I lay ex-

hausted for several days. Then I got up and went 

about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vi-

sion; it was beyond understanding.” (vs 27) 

 

I had to chuckle at Daniel’s reaction to the vision. I 

chuckled because, so often, I just wish God would 

tell me more. I have a sense that He sees a much 

bigger picture than I do—not just of my own per-

sonal life, but also a picture of what’s going on in 

the world—and sometimes, I would love an op-

portunity to see things as He does. 

 

But I realized today that when Daniel saw things 

as God sees them, he was left exhausted and ap-

palled. It didn’t invigorate or rejuvenate him; it 

wore him out! He could hardly handle it! It took 

him several days to recover. He very well might 

have been sorry that he ever asked God to give 

him a vision of what was in store for his people. 

 

God has very big shoulders, and right now, those 

shoulders are carrying an awful lot of the junk 

that’s going on in this world. And I have a feeling 

that, like Daniel, if we could see some of those 

things as God sees them, it would be like trying to 

explain a mortgage to a 14-month-old. It would be 

confusing, overwhelming, and perhaps downright 

frightening. 

 

Until we’re in a position to understand the full 

scope of what’s transpiring in this world, God’s 

shoulders are more than adequate to handle the 

load. Although He is eager to share as much of His 

perspective as we can bear, He will not unnecessar-

ily burden us with more than we can handle. Until 

we’re ready, He’ll shoulder the load. 
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Chapter 9 
GOD HEARS. 

Earlier today, I was thinking about Psalm 8, one of 

my favorite psalms, where David asks God, “What 

is man, that You are mindful of him?” (Ps 8:4) 

When David looked up into the night sky and ob-

served the wonders of creation, he wondered why 

God even bothered to pay attention to us. 

 

And no matter what you think the “why” is, the 

fact is that God does pay attention to us. In fact, He 

pays incredible attention to us! I was reminded of 

that all over again in this chapter. 

 

After becoming upset over the prophecy of Jerusa-

lem’s desolation, Daniel turned to God in prayer. 

As he poured out his heart to the Lord for his peo-

ple, something extraordinary happened: “I was still 

confessing my sins and those of all Israel to the 

Lord my God, and I was praying for the good of 

his holy mountain, when Gabriel suddenly came 

flying in at the time of the evening sacrifice. This 

was the same Gabriel I had seen in my vision, and 

he explained: Daniel, I am here to help you under-

stand the vision. God thinks highly of you, and at 

the very moment you started praying, I was sent to give you 

the answer.” (vs 20-23) 

 

No sooner had Daniel begun talking to God than 

God heard him and answered. Amazing! I mean, 

this is so “usual” in Scripture that I think we don’t 

stop to think about how incredible that is—that the 

Sovereign, Supernatural Creator of the Universe 

cares about, hears, and answers the prayers of a 

man. 

 

God cares no less about your prayers than He did 

about Daniel’s prayers. To you, He says the very 

same thing He said to Daniel: “I think highly of 

you.” The very moment you begin praying, God 

hears, and He has an answer for you. 

 

Of course, we don’t always receive or understand 

the answer as immediately as Daniel did. (Well, he 

received the answer immediately. Whether or not 

he understood it is another matter!) But I believe 

stories like this one are in Scripture precisely so we 

will know that even when we can’t “hear” God 

talking back to us, we can be certain that we have 

been heard by Him. 

 

There is never a communications breakdown in 

Heaven. All of our prayers go directly to the 

throne. God always hears us when we talk to Him! 
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Chapter 10 
GOD IS THERE. 

Once again, Daniel is troubled by some of the 

things he’s been seeing in his visions, so he em-

barks on a course of fasting and prayer for three 

weeks. At the end of this time, as he was praying 

with some friends, “I looked up and there before me 

was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 

from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like 

topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming 

torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of bur-

nished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a 

multitude.” (vs 5-6) 

 

The description of fire and gold and bronze cer-

tainly makes this “man” sound an awful lot like 

Jesus. As He begins speaking to Daniel, Daniel 

relaxes and falls into a deep sleep. The next thing 

he knows, a hand touches him, and there is an an-

gel, explaining how he was sent to help him. (He 

says he would have arrived sooner had it not been 

for some resistance he encountered from some 

other supernatural beings.) 

 

As I read, I was intrigued by this idea that, when 

the veil was pulled back, Daniel saw, first, the very 

God he had been praying to and, second, an angel 

from the heavenly host! There they were, close to 

him, right next to him, and when his eyes were 

opened, he could see them plain as day. 

 

We don’t often think about it, but the reality is, 

there is an invisible world of spiritual beings all 

around us. And just because they are invisible to us 

doesn’t mean they aren’t there all the time. Even 

Jesus himself, whom many of us engage in prayer on 

a daily basis, was standing right next to Daniel, 

listening to him. That prayer didn’t have to travel 

very far! 

 

A popular song from my childhood included the 

lyrics, God is watching us from a distance. But, perhaps 

if the veil could be pulled back for us, we would 

discover, as Daniel did, that God isn’t so very dis-

tant after all. If our eyes could be opened to the 

spiritual world, we might look up and see Christ 

standing in front of us. 

 

Does it sound trite to say, “Wherever you are, God 

is there”? Perhaps, but it’s true. Even if He is in-

visible to you today, that doesn’t mean God isn’t 

always with us, literally alongside. In Proverbs, 

Solomon said, “There is a friend who sticks closer 

than a brother.” (Prov 18:24) 

 

No matter where you go, God is with you. If the 

veil was suddenly lifted from your eyes, you would 

see His glorious face. He may be hidden at present, 

but He is there. And He will never leave you. 
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Chapter 11 
GOD IS NOT SURPRISED. 

One of my favorite quotes by Corrie Ten Boom 

(which I think I have shared on this blog before, 

and I’m sure I’ll share it again!) is this: “There is 

never panic in heaven! God has no problems, only 

plans.” For me, this has been one of the most lib-

erating realizations of my life—to understand that 

nothing I have encountered in this life has been a 

surprise to God. Nothing! He has never been blind-

sided or caught off guard. 

 

I realize that this isn’t always the easiest idea to 

embrace. After all, there is a lot of suffering in this 

world, and most of us believe that if we knew the 

suffering that was coming to us before it came and 

we had a way to stop it, we would. So, when peo-

ple consider the idea that God might not be sur-

prised about all the bad stuff we encounter, many 

of them get angry. 

 

(And if you’ve been there, I’d just like to say, that’s 

okay. God can handle our anger. In fact, I would 

say He welcomes it!) 

 

But after reading a chapter like this, I couldn’t 

come to any other conclusion than that God is 

somehow able to know what is coming down the 

pike—even hundreds of years in advance! I mean, 

this chapter reads like a history lesson, rich in detail 

and nuance. But for Daniel, it wasn’t a history les-

son. It was a future lesson, detailing the demise of 

the Greek Empire, spanning almost 400 years of 

events. 

 

 

I wonder what the experience was like for those 

who were entrusted with Daniel’s vision when the 

events were actually happening. Could they con-

nect what was going on in the world with the 

things Daniel had written? I also wonder about 

that for those who will live through the end events 

described in the book of Revelation. Will they be 

able to witness the actual events and “match them 

up” with their prophetical descriptions in the Bi-

ble? 

 

Jesus said that prophecies are given so that when 

the events come to pass, we will know what is hap-

pening. God is not surprised, and He doesn’t want 

us to be surprised either. I am confident that we are 

living in the last days of Earth’s history, and things 

are going to get a lot worse before they get better. 

But no matter what comes, we can know that God 

is prepared, and He is able to give us whatever we 

need to stand during the hard times. 

 

There is never panic in heaven. 

God has no problems, only plans. 

And His plans for you are good. 
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Chapter 12 
GOD LIKES QUESTIONS. 

I was amused by this closing chapter of Daniel, 

especially verse 8: “I heard, but I did not understand. 

So I asked, ‘My lord, what will the outcome of all 

this be?’” Don’t you just love that? In essence, the 

book of Daniel ends with a question. And an unan-

swered question at that. 

 

Usually, I picture God as the one who has all the 

answers. And, of course, He does. But He’s neces-

sarily the guy who gives all the answers—at least not 

right away. At least in this instance, He left some 

very big questions unanswered, telling Daniel, “Go 

your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up 

and sealed until the time of the end.” (vs 9) 

 

I wonder if Daniel was able to do that or if the last 

vision he saw haunted him for the rest of his life. 

Let’s face it: he was in the habit of receiving answers 

from God, so to be left with a vision that raised 

more questions than it answered must have been 

quite a change! 

 

But, I think there’s something to be said about 

God here, and that is that He likes questions. After 

all, what is eternity going to be if not one big edu-

cational adventure? Will we not spend ages upon 

ages making new discoveries and raising even more 

questions? Won’t those new questions drive us to 

continue in our educational pursuits? I hope that’s 

what eternity is going to be like, because if it’s not, 

I might get rather bored! 

 

I read once that, in our vast universe, the place-

ment of Planet Earth is nearly perfect in terms of 

discovery, meaning that we are situated in just the 

right place to be able to observe the universe be-

yond our world and discover answers to our ques-

tions (along with more questions). Indeed, even 

our experience with the Bible is like that, with each 

reading raising more questions than the reading 

before. 

 

For me, this is one of the amazing things about 

God—that He wants us to search and discover and 

question and reason. Our brains were made to in-

quire and wonder and learn. Not just now, but for-

ever. 


